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LAW SCHOOL NEWS
lVE students were awarded the Bachelor of Laws degree
on February 1, 1950. They were Norman B. Jenson of Bis-
mark, Orrin B. Lovell of Beach, John E. Rilling of Fargo,
Wesley L. Sando of Grand Forks, and Wayne 0. Sproule of
Manvel.
On May 31, 1950, the following persons were presented the
LL.B. degree: Paul M. Asheim of Buxton; Robert W. Col-
bert of Breckenridge, Minnesota; Charles L. Crum, Harold R.
Jensen, Duane R. Nedrud, Edward M. Peterson, Jacque G.
Stockman, of Grand Forks; Claire M. Ghylin of Regan;
Creighton C. Gilbertson of Hebron; Lawrence E. Greenwood
of Drake; Robert G. Hoghaug of Devils Lake; James R. Jun-
groth, Harry G. Poulson and Eugene 0. Tweed of Jamestown;
Amos S. Martin of Rib Lake, Wisconsin; Franklin E. Molland
of Fargo; Kermit S. Peterson of Bottineau and Wilfred J.
Wilson of Dickinson.
The Juris-Doctor degree is awarded to those students who
have an acceptable college degree and who maintained a high
scholastic average throughout the three years in law school.
Michael W. Gaughan of Verona, Ward M. Kirby of Grand
Forks and Lyle W. Selbo of Fargo were granted the Juris-
Doctor degree.
Hon. W. H. Hutchinson of Wahpeton was elected an Hon-
orary member of the North Dakota Chapter of The Order of
the Coif. The five student elects were: Charles L. Crum,
Michael W. Gaughan, Clair M. Ghylin, Ward M. Kirby, and
Charles E. Murray. The Annual Meeting of the Order of the
Coif was held on May 4, 1950, which was Honors Day at the
University.
At the Honors Day Convocation, Ronald N. Davies, Execu-
tive Director, presented the North Dakota Bar Association
Awards to the following students for their research work in
North Dakota Law and whose articles were published in the
North Dakota Bar Briefs: Charles L. Crum, $125; Ward M.
Kirby, $125; Clair M. Ghylin, $100; and Michael W. Gaughan,
Edward J. Kirschenman, Duane R. Nedrud, Edward M.
Peterson and Lyle W. Selbo, each $50.
Clair M. Ghylin of Regan was selected and recommended by
the law faculty to the Chief Justice and to the Attorney Gen-
eral for the position of Assistant Attorney General for one
NORTH DAKOTA BAR BRIEFS
year. This program was inaugurated by the present Attorney
General in 1949. Ernst N. Paul was the first appointee under
this plan.
The Merchants National Bank and Trust Company of Fargo
offer three prizes to the second year students in Wills and
Trusts. During the first semester the student in Wills and Ad-
ministration probate an estate of a person dying intestate.
During the second semester in the course in Trust, based on
a problem presented by the Merchants National Bank and
Trust Company of Fargo, the students prepare a will, includ-
ing trust provisions and prepare all papers for the probate of
the estate of the testate. Hon. E. C. Lebacken, County Judge,
Carther Jackson, Trust Officer, and Henry G. Ruemmele, Ab-
stractor and Lawyer, evaluate their solutions. This year John
Traynor of Devils Lake was given a prize of $25; James B.
Graham of Ellendale was awarded a prize of $15; and James
P. Hesketh of Grand Forks was given a prize of $10.
During the week of May 8, J. H. Newton, Clerk of the Su-
preme Court, gave a series of lectures on Apellate Practice and




C. J. Murphy secured his legal education in the University
of Minnesota and in the law offices in Minneapolis and in
Grand Forks. For one year he worked in the Grand Forks of-
fice of Attorney J. M. Cochrane. He also worked in the offices
of Bangs & Fisk. Mr. Murphy was admitted to practice law
in this state in 1893 and was active until July 1949. During
the years 1895-1900 he served as Assistant Federal District
Attorney. In 1900, Mr. Murphy became a partner of Attorney
Burke Corbett until Attorney Corbett moved to California.
In time Mr. Murphy became general counsel in North Dakota
for the Great Northern Railway Company, besides serving
as counselor for several business firms and individual clients.
He attained great success in the profession, reaching that top
place of the bar of the state in which there is room for but
few. In recognition of his merits he was elected in 1932 to
The Order of the Coif. Appointed a member of the State Bar
Board in 1930 by the Supreme Court, Mr. Murphy served
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with distinction for three terms, totaling eighteen years. In
1936-1937 he was President of the North Dakota Bar Associa-
tion. Mr. Murphy is generous in his appreciation of the capa-
bilities of his fellow lawyers, though modest as to his own
exceptional ability. In and out of Court his excellent conduct
as a lawyer conformed to the highest standard of professional
honor and business integrity.
Mr. Murphy has a vital interest "n the civic affairs of his
community and in the State of North Dakota. He takes pride
in the welfare of the University and has won for himself the
abiding affection and good will of the law students and the
younger members of the Bar. One of his attributes is his
capacity for friendship.
On behalf of the University Faculty and the University
Council, I recommend that the degree of Doctor of Laws,
Honoris Causa, be conferred upon C. J. Murphy.
DEAN 0. H. THORMODSGARD.
